June 13, 2017

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I ask
unanimous consent that the order for
the quorum call be rescinded.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, before
we recess for the caucus lunches, I wish
to comment on the upcoming vote on a
resolution of disapproval regarding a
portion of President Trump’s recent
arms sales to Saudi Arabia. I have an-
nounced that I am in favor of the reso-
lution of disapproval for several rea-
sons.

First, the human rights and humani-
tarian concerns have been well docu-
mented with respect to Yemen. Yem-
en’s story in the Middle East is a tragic
one. Yemen’s previous President ruled
the country for decades with an iron
fist and fleeced the country of its re-
sources for his personal gain. He also
allowed terrorist groups to enjoy safe
haven in Yemen in the days after 9/11.

Today, Yemen remains a country in
dire straits. It is on the verge of a fam-
ine, and there have been over 100,000
cases of cholera.

To make matters worse, the current
conflict in Yemen, which includes the
Saudi military, has worsened the hu-
manitarian situation. Selling the king-
dom precision weapons in this deal
could further exacerbate the crisis.

Second, and of equal concern to me,
is an area that hasn’t been talked
about much in this debate; that is, that
the Saudi Government continues to aid
and abet terrorism via its support and
funding of schools that spread extrem-
ist Wahhabi propaganda. Saudi Ara-

bia’s support for these Wahhabi
madrassas goes back decades. It is re-
sponsible for much of the

radicalization of Muslim youth in the
Middle East and North Africa.

In the past several months, we have
witnessed lone-wolf attacks in London
and in Tehran and elsewhere around
the globe. Though the nature of ter-
rorism has changed, many of the
sources are the same. The propagation
of Wahhabism, an extreme ideology,
continues to fuel radicalism and ter-
rorism around the globe. So if we want
to get serious about cracking down on
terrorism, the United States should
focus—one of the focuses should be—on
countering the spread of Wahhabism.

The White House has not clearly ar-
ticulated how the United States will
put pressure on Saudi Arabia to end
their support of Wahhabi schools, even
as it claims that President Trump’s re-
cent visit to Riyadh was focused on
curtailing terrorism. Furthermore, the
administration has not sufficiently as-
sured Congress that these weapons will
not fall into the wrong hands.

Look at Pakistan. It has become a
radical place—it wasn’t 15 years ago—
in good part because of Saudi funding—
Saudi individuals who are a good part
of the government, some who are
friends with the government—of these
madrassas, which taught radicalism to
the Pakistani people.

Look at Indonesia, one of the largest
countries in the world. It had usually
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practiced a form of Islam that was mild
and tolerant. The Wahhabi schools are
now flourishing in Indonesia, and it is
becoming a radical place of danger to
us.

We have to send a message to Saudi
Arabia.

They do some good things. I support
their putting pressure, for instance, on
the Palestinian Authority to finally
make peace with Israel. But they do a
lot of bad things. It seems there has al-
most been a rotten deal between the
Saudi monarchy and the Wahhabi cler-
ics to work together. It has to end.

My vote for this resolution of dis-
approval hopefully can send a message
to the Saudis that their behavior in re-
gard to Wahhabism must change. It is
hurting the world and eventually will
hurt them.

I yield the floor.

———

RECESS

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, the Senate stands
in recess until 2:15 p.m.

Thereupon, the Senate, at 12:33 p.m.,
recessed until 2:15 p.m. and reassem-
bled when called to order by the Pre-
siding Officer (Mr. STRANGE).

——

MOTION TO DISCHARGE—S.J. RES.
42—Continued

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Under
the previous order, there will now be 10
minutes of debate remaining on the
motion to discharge S.J. Res. 42, equal-
ly divided between Senator PAUL or his
designee and the opponents of the mo-
tion.

Who yields time?

The Senator from Arizona.

Mr. McCAIN. Mr. President, I rise to
speak in opposition to the resolution
before us.

It has obviously been tried before,
and I think there is no doubt that if it
were to pass, this could pose a very
dangerous threat to our relationship
with Saudi Arabia at a time when the
Iranians have now achieved a peninsula
all the way across from Tehran all the
way to Baghdad, and there is no doubt
that the Iranians have continued their
aggressive behavior.

If we vote down this arms sale to
Saudi Arabia, it would have a dev-
astating effect on our standing in the
Middle East and a long-term impact on
our ability to counter what is clearly
Iranian aggressive behavior. So 1
strongly urge my colleagues to vote
against this resolution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from South Carolina.

Mr. GRAHAM. Mr. President, I wish
to join with Senator MCCAIN very
quickly.

At 71 to 27, on September 21 of last
year, we voted to approve tank sales to
Saudi Arabia because they need more
weapons and equipment to counter the
Iranian aggression in Yemen and other
places.

Most of the people who are now going
to vote against precision-guided weap-
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ons that will reduce civilian casualties
voted for tank sales. This $500 million
carved out of this package gives Saudi
Arabia a qualitative edge on the battle-
field against Iranian proxies who could
care less about civilian casualties. It is
the most upside-down thinking I have
ever seen, and many of you over there
actually approved this because it was
worked on before President Trump be-
came President. So it is really dis-
heartening to see you support Presi-
dent Obama’s tank sales but that you
are not going to support President
Trump’s selling weapons, which gives
us an advantage over Iran in Saudi
Arabia and actually reduces civilian
casualities.

Secretary Mattis said it the best:
Iran would appreciate killing this deal
and taking these weapons off the table.
I urge everybody in here, if you are se-
rious about standing up to Iran, stand
with Saudi Arabia, as imperfect as
they are.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, the ques-
tion is, Should we sell arms to Saudi
Arabia—a country that many suspect
was involved in 9/11; a country that
many suspect gave weapons to ISIS,
the people we are fighting in the Mid-
dle East; a country that imprisons the
victims of rape because it is apparently
or presumably the fault of the woman
who is raped in Saudi Arabia?

One woman, the girl of Qatif, was
given a sentence of 70 lashes and 6
months in jail. They increased her pen-
alty to 200 lashes, and finally, only
when we protested, was it reversed.

They sentenced a poet to 1,000 lashes.
Sometimes you don’t survive 1,000
lashes. So they gave him 100 at a time.
He is going to be imprisoned for 10
years.

They are not the kind of persons we
should be sending your weapons to.
These weapons were funded and sup-
ported by the American taxpayer, and
we should not be willy-nilly giving
them to people who imprison their peo-
ple for protesting.

Currently, a young man, 17 years old,
named Ali al-Nimr is on death row. But
it is not enough just to kill him for
protesting for free speech and free
press. They will behead him and cru-
cify him.

This barbaric nation should not be
getting our weapons. We should not
sell them weapons.

Currently, there is a blockade of
Yemen, and 17 million people risk star-
vation. We should not be supporting
this effort.

There is probably no greater pur-
veyor of hatred for Christianity and
Judaism than Saudi Arabia. We should
not be giving them weapons. They have
madrassas across the world teaching
hatred of us, preaching hatred of the
West, hatred of Christianity, hatred of
Judaism, and these people want to give
them weapons. I don’t get it. It makes
no sense.

Some will argue that it is a jobs pro-
gram. Well, isn’t that swell. We are
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going to give money to people who be-
head you and crucify you to create
jobs. That should never be the way we
make a decision about arms sales in
our country.

A famous Republican and general,
General Dwight Eisenhower, said he
worried that someday we would make
decisions not based on our defense but
based on the military industrial com-
plex.

I am embarrassed that people are out
here talking about making us some
money and making a buck, while 17
million people live on a starvation diet
and are threatened with famine. I am
embarrassed that people would bring
up trying to feather the nest of cor-
porations in order to sell these weap-
ons. This should be made, pure and
simple, on our national defense.

Saudi Arabia is not a reliable ally.
Saudi Arabia should not get these
weapons. For every supposed good
thing they do, they do five things that
are bad for America. They are the big-
gest purveyor of hatred of Christianity
and Judaism.

I request a ‘“‘no’ vote, and I reserve
the remainder of my time.

The PRESIDING OFFICER (Mr.
PORTMAN). The Senator from Ten-
nessee.

Mr. CORKER. Mr. President, I re-
spect my friend from Kentucky. We
work together on the Foreign Rela-
tions Committee. I could not disagree
more on this issue, and I will give a
brief outline.

The Houthis are an Iran-backed enti-
ty that overthrew a Western-backed
government in Yemen. Last year on
the floor, with a vote of 71 votes, this
body voted to support the selling of
tanks to Saudi Arabia.

Foreign policy partisanship generally
stops at the shores. I know Senator
PAUL has been very consistent on this,
but I am afraid this vote is somewhat
about some Members wanting to get a
piece of President Trump’s hide on an
issue that is far more important than
something like that. I am fearful that
this is what is happening today on the
floor.

A lot of people don’t realize that
Saudi Arabia already has the bombs.
What we would be selling to them is
the precision-guided weaponry systems
that allow these bombs to be smart
bombs and not dumb bombs.

Most people have been concerned
about Saudi Arabia when they have
been involved in pushing back the
Houthis, who, by the way, are firing
weapons into their country from the
southern border. It would be no dif-
ferent than if Mexico were doing that
to ours. I know that is not going to
happen. But, obviously, we would be
firing back. So what is happening here
is that they bought the bombs from
Italy, and what they want to buy from
us is these precision systems that
allow them to not kill civilians. It is to
protect civilians.

Think about this. Here in the Senate
we want to protect civilians in Saudi
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Arabia, and in our wisdom we are look-
ing at blocking the sale of the very
mechanisms that would allow that to
happen—in some cases, I am afraid,
just to make a point against the
Trump administration.

Actually, their policies here have
been very sound. The meeting they had
in Saudi Arabia was very beneficial.
Saudi Arabia has flaws, but they have
been an ally. This would show us as
stepping away from an ally in a way
that is cutting our nose off to spite our
face by not allowing them to have the
precision mechanisms to keep them
from killing civilians.

We have taken Senators down in the
SCIF. There is absolutely no evidence
that Saudi Arabia tried to kill civil-
ians—none. As a matter of fact, there
is evidence to the contrary. So, please,
let’s be rational. I know there are dis-
agreements over some foreign policy
issues. This should not be one of them.
I urge defeat of this proposal.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Kentucky.

Mr. PAUL. Mr. President, Saudi Ara-
bia bombed a funeral procession. There
was no mistake here. There was no
cloud cover. There was no growth or
coppice of trees and they accidentally
bombed a funeral procession. They
bombed them and killed 125 civilians in
a funeral. They wounded 500. This was
no mistake. This was no error. This
was them, pointedly dropping bombs on
civilians.

They put protestors in jail. They
have a 17-year-old—he is now 20—who
has been in jail for 3 years. He will be
beheaded and then crucified. We should
not be giving these people weapons.
They supported ISIS. They are on the
wrong side of the war. They are the
greatest purveyor of hatred for Christi-
anity and Judaism. They do not de-
serve your weapons. They are going to
give your weapons. They belong to the
American people. They are going to
give them to people who behead and
crucify protesters.

You can’t take a Bible into Saudi
Arabia. You can’t visit their major cit-
ies.

We can’t make them be like us, but
we don’t have to encourage their be-
havior by giving them weapons that
may well fall into the hands of people
who are our enemies.

I urge a ‘‘no’’ vote. I think we should
not be selling arms to Saudi Arabia.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. All time
has expired.

The question is on agreeing to the
motion to discharge.

Mr. WHITEHOUSE. I ask for the yeas
and nays.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there a
sufficient second?

There appears to be a sufficient sec-
ond.

The clerk will call the roll.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
called the roll.

The result was announced—yeas 47,
nays 53, as follows:
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[Rollcall Vote No. 143 Leg.]

YEAS—47

Baldwin Harris Paul
Bennet Hassan Peters
Blumenthal Heinrich Reed
Booker Heitkamp Sanders
Brown Heller Schatz
Cantwell Hirono Schumer
Cardin Kaine Shaheen
Carper King
Casey Klobuchar gtabe{low

ester
Coons Leahy Udall
Cortez Masto Lee
Duckworth Markey Van Hollen
Durbin Menendez Wa?ren
Feinstein Merkley Whitehouse
Franken Murphy Wyden
Gillibrand Murray Young

NAYS—53

Alexander Fischer Nelson
Barrasso Flake Perdue
Blunt Gardner Portman
Boozman Graham Risch
Burr Grassley Roberts
Capito Hatch Rounds
Cassidy Hoeven Rubio
Cochran Inhofe
Collins Isakson :asse

cott
Corker Johnson
Cornyn Kennedy Shelby

Strange

Cotton Lankford D
Crapo Manchin Sullivan
Cruz McCain Thune
Daines McCaskill Tillis
Donnelly McConnell Toomey
Enzi Moran Warner
Ernst Murkowski Wicker

The motion was rejected.
The PRESIDING OFFICER. The ma-
jority leader.

ORDER OF PROCEDURE

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the
McConnell second-degree amendment
No. 233 be withdrawn; that the pending
cloture motion with respect to amend-
ment No. 232 be withdrawn; that the
amendment be modified with the tech-
nical changes at the desk; and that at
2 p.m., Wednesday, June 14, the Senate
vote on adoption of the McConnell for
Crapo amendment No. 232, as modified,
with no intervening action or debate
and no second-degree amendments in
order to amendment No. 232 prior to
the vote; finally, that following leader
remarks on Wednesday, June 14, the
time until 2 p.m. be equally divided in
the usual form.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
objection?

Mr. SCHUMER. Mr. President, I will
not object, but I reserve the right to
object.

First, I want to thank the majority
leader, as well as Senators CORKER,
CARDIN, CRAPO, and BROWN. This is an-
other example of how we can work to-
gether on issues we agree on. I am very
proud of this bill. I think it will do a
lot of good in both directions—in the
Iran direction and particularly in the
Russia direction. The lack of trust of
Mr. Putin on both sides of the aisle
here is paramount. Now this says that
these sanctions will stay in place un-
less Congress disapproves them and
adds some new sanctions—both good
things. I hope the House will pass the
bill without change and send it to the
President’s desk.
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